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Stuart Goldman convincingly argues that a little-known, but intense Soviet-Japanese conflict along the
Manchurian-Mongolian frontier at Nomonhan influenced the outbreak of World War II and shaped the
course of the war. The author draws on Japanese, Soviet, and western sources to put the seemingly obscure
conflict--actually a small undeclared war-- into its proper global geo-strategic perspective.

The book describes how the Soviets, in response to a border conflict provoked by Japan, launched an
offensive in August 1939 that wiped out the Japanese forces at Nomonhan. At the same time, Stalin signed
the German- Soviet Nonaggression Pact, allowing Hitler to invade Poland. The timing of these military and
diplomatic strikes was not coincidental, according to the author. In forming an alliance with Hitler that left
Tokyo diplomatically isolated, Stalin succeeded in avoiding a two-front war. He saw the pact with the Nazis
as a way to pit Germany against Britain and France, leaving the Soviet Union on the sidelines to eventually
pick up the spoils from the European conflict, while at the same time giving him a free hand to smash the
Japanese at Nomonhan.

Goldman not only demonstrates the linkage between the Nomonhan conflict, the German-Soviet
Nonaggression Pact, and the outbreak of World War II , but also shows how Nomonhan influenced Japan's
decision to go to war with the United States and thus change the course of history. The book details Gen.
Georgy Zhukov's brilliant victory at Nomonhan that led to his command of the Red Army in 1941 and his
success in stopping the Germans at Moscow with reinforcements from the Soviet Far East. Such a strategy
was possible, the author contends, only because of Japan's decision not to attack the Soviet Far East but to
seize the oil-rich Dutch East Indies and attack Pearl Harbor instead. Goldman credits Tsuji Masanobu, an
influential Japanese officer who instigated the Nomonhan conflict and survived the debacle, with urging his
superiors not to take on the Soviets again in 1941, but instead to go to war with the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Jones:

The book Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War II make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book
Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War II to get your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open and read a reserve Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped
World War II. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Elizabeth Cornelius:

The book Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War II can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book
Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War II? A number of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War
II has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous
world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Olsen:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War II, you are
able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a publication.

Maryellen Tilley:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Nomonhan, 1939: The Red



Army's Victory That Shaped World War II which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.
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