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Drug and alcohol education in public schools may be important, but its authoritarian stance often invites
skepticism among teachers and students alike. Yet this program has its roots not in modern bureaucracy or
even Prohibition but in a social movement that flourished over a century ago.

Scientific Temperance Instruction was the most successful grassroots education program in American
history, championed by an army of housewives in the Woman's Christian Temperance Union under the
leadership of Mary Hanchett Hunt. As Hunt and her forces took their message across the country, they were
opposed by many educators and other professionals who believed that ordinary citizens had no business
interfering with educational matters. STI sparked heated conflict between expert and popular authority in the
debate over alcohol education, but it was eventually mandated as part of public school curricula in all states.

The real issue surrounding STI, argues Jonathan Zimmerman, was not alcohol but the struggle to reconcile
democracy and expertise. In this first book-length study of the crusade for STI, he shows Mary Hunt to be a
wily and manipulative politician as he examines how citizens and experts used knowledge selectively to
advance their own agendas. His work offers a microcosm for observing Progressive Era tensions between
democracy and professionalism, localism and centralization, and social conservatism and liberalism.

Distilling Democracy points up a crucial and ongoing dilemma in our education system: educational
directives handed down by experts deny citizens the right to transmit their values to their children, while
populist educational values sometimes stifle classroom debate. By using history to demonstrate the public's
participation in shaping public education, Zimmerman suggests that however unappealing the program,
society needs to embrace such popular movements in order to uphold true democracy. His book offers fresh
insight into an overlooked chapter in our history and will spark debate by raising fresh questions about lay
influence on school curricula in modern America.
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From reader reviews:

Silvia Washington:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Distilling Democracy: Alcohol Education in America's
Public Schools, 1880-1925. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important a new book Distilling Democracy: Alcohol Education in America's Public Schools,
1880-1925. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's study.

Colleen Edwards:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for people. The book Distilling Democracy: Alcohol
Education in America's Public Schools, 1880-1925 seemed to be making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve
Distilling Democracy: Alcohol Education in America's Public Schools, 1880-1925 is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Distilling Democracy:
Alcohol Education in America's Public Schools, 1880-1925. You never really feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Laura Ide:

This book untitled Distilling Democracy: Alcohol Education in America's Public Schools, 1880-1925 to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it
through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from
your list.

William Sanchez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Distilling Democracy: Alcohol Education in America's Public Schools, 1880-1925 can be
your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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