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Bodies on the Line offers the first sustained study of the poetry reading in its most formative period: the
1960s. Raphael Allison closely examines a vast archive of audio recordings of several key postwar American
poets to explore the social and literary context of the sixties poetry reading, which is characterized by
contrasting differing styles of performance: the humanist style and the skeptical strain. The humanist style,
made mainstream by the Beats and their imitators, is characterized by faith in the power of presence,
emotional communion, and affect. The skeptical strain emphasizes openness of interpretation and
multivalent meaning, a lack of stability or consistency, and ironic detachment.

By comparing these two dominant styles of reading, Allison argues that attention to sixties poetry readings
reveals poets struggling between the kind of immediacy and presence that readings suggested and a private
retreat from such performance-based publicity, one centered on the text itself. Recordings of Robert Frost,
Charles Olson, Gwendolyn Brooks, Larry Eigner, and William Carlos Williams—all of whom emphasized
voice, breath, and spoken language and who were inveterate professional readers in the sixties—expose this
struggle in often surprising ways. In deconstructing assertions about the role and importance of the poetry
reading during this period, Allison reveals just how dramatic, political, and contentious poetry readings could
be. By discussing how to "hear" as well as "read" poetry, Bodies on the Line offers startling new vantage
points from which to understand American poetry since the 1960s as both performance and text.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Bodies on the Line: Performance and the
Sixties Poetry Reading (Contemp North American Poetry) as your daily resource information.

Sandra McNulty:

This book untitled Bodies on the Line: Performance and the Sixties Poetry Reading (Contemp North
American Poetry) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier
to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past
this guide from your list.

Carol Smith:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Bodies on the Line: Performance and the Sixties Poetry Reading (Contemp North American Poetry), you
are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a reserve.

Josefina Smith:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a reserve. The book Bodies on the Line: Performance and the Sixties Poetry Reading
(Contemp North American Poetry) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can



buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price
is not very costly but this book features high quality.
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