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James Polk was President of the United States from 1845 to 1849, a time when slavery began to dominate
American politics. Polk's presidency coincided with the eruption of the territorial slavery issue, which within
a few years would lead to the catastrophe of the Civil War. Polk himself owned substantial cotton
plantations-- in Tennessee and later in Mississippi-- and some 50 slaves. Unlike many antebellum planters
who portrayed their involvement with slavery as a historical burden bestowed onto them by their ancestors,
Polk entered the slave business of his own volition, for reasons principally of financial self-interest. Drawing
on previously unexplored records, Slavemaster President recreates the world of Polk's plantation and the
personal histories of his slaves, in what is arguably the most careful and vivid account to date of how slavery
functioned on a single cotton plantation. Life at the Polk estate was brutal and often short. Fewer than one in
two slave children lived to the age of fifteen, a child mortality rate even higher than that on the average
plantation. A steady stream of slaves temporarily fled the plantation throughout Polk's tenure as absentee
slavemaster. Yet Polk was in some respects an enlightened owner, instituting an unusual incentive plan for
his slaves and granting extensive privileges to his most favored slave. Startlingly, Dusinberre shows how
Polk sought to hide from public knowledge the fact that, while he was president, he was secretly buying as
many slaves as his plantation revenues permitted. Shortly before his sudden death from cholera, the president
quietly drafted a new will, in which he expressed the hope that his slaves might be freed--but only after he
and his wife were both dead. The very next day, he authorized the purchase, in strictest secrecy, of six more
very young slaves. By contrast with Senator John C. Calhoun, President Polk has been seen as a moderate
Southern Democratic leader. But Dusinberre suggests that the president's political stance toward slavery--
influenced as it was by his deep personal involvement in the plantation system-- may actually have helped
precipitate the Civil War that Polk sought to avoid.
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From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that you can
your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Slavemaster President: The Double Career of James Polk will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Richard Horgan:

The book Slavemaster President: The Double Career of James Polk has a lot of information on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Harry Blalock:

Slavemaster President: The Double Career of James Polk can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Slavemaster
President: The Double Career of James Polk but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Sam Hasse:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Slavemaster President: The Double Career of
James Polk can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Slavemaster President:
The Double Career of James Polk.
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