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In 1860, Queen Victoria sent her eighteen-year-old son, Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, on a goodwill
mission to Canada and the United States. The young heir-apparent (later King Edward VII) had not yet
gained his reputation as a fashion setter and rake, but he nevertheless attracted enormous crowds both in
Canada, where it was the first royal visit, and in the United States. Civic leaders hosted the visitor in princely
style, decorating their towns with triumphal arches and organizing royal entries, public processions,
openings, and grand balls.

In Royal Spectacle, Ian Radforth recreates these displays of civic pride by making use of the many public
and private accounts of them, and he analyses the heated controversies the visit provoked. When
communities rushed to honour the prince and put themselves on display, social divisions inadvertently
became part of the spectacle seen by the prince and described by visiting journalists. Street theatre reached a
climax in Kingston, where the Prince of Wales could not disembark from his steamer because of the defiance
of thousands of Orangemen dressed in their brilliant regalia and waiving their banners.

Contemporary depictions of the tour provide an opportunity to interpret the cultural values and social
differences that shaped Canada during the Confederation decade and the United States on the eve of the Civil
War. Topics explored include Orange-Green conflict, First Nations and the politics of public display,
contested representations of race and gender, the tourist gaze, and meanings of crown and empire. An
original and erudite study, Royal Spectacle contributes greatly to historical research on public spectacle,
colonial and national identities, Britishness in the Atlantic world, and the history of the monarchy.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Langlais:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the
Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States has been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Royal Spectacle: The
1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States is not only giving you far more new
information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the
Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Kristen Mazur:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read will be Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the
United States.

Jerry Orosco:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of
the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you may pick Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada
and the United States become your current starter.

Melanie Young:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States can
be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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