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In this innovative exploration of the concept of formality, or governing by abstraction, Arthur Stinchcombe
breathes new life into an idea that scholars have all but ignored in recent years.

We have come to assume that governing our social activities by advance planning—by creating abstract
descriptions of what ought to happen and adjusting these descriptions as situations change—is not as
efficient and responsive as dealing directly with the real substance of the situation at hand. Stinchcombe
argues the opposite. When a plan is designed to correct itself and keep up with the reality it is meant to
govern, it can be remarkably successful. He points out a wide range of examples where this is the case,
including architectural blueprints, immigration law, the construction of common law by appeals courts,
Fannie Mae's secondary mortgage market, and scientific paradigms and programs.

Arguing that formality has been misconceived as consisting mainly of its defects, Stinchcombe shows how
formality, at its best, can serve us much better than ritual obedience to poorly laid plans or a romantic appeal
to "real life."
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From reader reviews:

David Barthel:

This When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This particular When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in
Law and Organizations without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't become worry When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and
Organizations can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This When Formality Works: Authority and
Abstraction in Law and Organizations having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Jeanne Pratt:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the When Formality Works:
Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Jill Weber:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction in Law and Organizations.

Alissa Sowell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very important
and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your personal
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually When Formality Works: Authority and Abstraction
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