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In 1980, Varieties of Civil Religion was the latest statement in the field of civil religion pioneered by Robert
Bellah. Over thirty years later, scholarly interest in the field continues to grow. By examining the force of
religion in politics and society, this book offers a comparative treatment that deepens the understanding of
American civil religion and provides a lens for exploring civil religion in other societies, particularly those of
Italy, Mexico, and Japan. Bellah and Hammond trace the historical development of the peculiarly American
brand of civil religion as they unravel its sometimes baffling intricacies. Themes include the conviction that
America is a chosen country and American power in the world is identical with divine will. The book also
examines the vigorous counterbalance that has opposed unjust wars or demanded racial and social justice.
Altogether, the health of a civil religion may be a prime indication of the overall health of any society. The
authors state that when civil religious symbols are co-opted by ultraconservatives, and the philosophy of
liberalism seems less adequate as a guide for public or private lives, a revival of public philosophy is
urgently needed. Varieties of Civil Religion supports such a revival by making the religious aspect of our
central tradition understandable in a nonreactionary way. It also reaffirms that American civil religion, with
its deeper tradition of openness, tolerance, and ethical commitment, can make an essential contribution to a
"global order of civility and justice"
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Varieties of Civil Religion:. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Varieties of
Civil Religion:. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary
to go to the library. Let's examine.

Alla Haynes:

The book untitled Varieties of Civil Religion: contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely
not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the
new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Grace Godwin:

Beside this kind of Varieties of Civil Religion: in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Varieties of Civil Religion: because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from today!

Darla Kemp:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are
these claims Varieties of Civil Religion:.
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