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Open Secrets is Richard Lischer's story of his early career as a Lutheran minister. Fresh out of divinity
school and full of enthusiasm, Lischer found himself assigned to a small conservative church in an
economically depressed town in southern Illinois. This was far from what this overly enthusiastic and
optimistic young man expected. The town was bleak, poor, and clearly not a step on his path to a brilliant
career.

It's an awkward marriage at best, a young man with a Ph.D. in theology, full of ideas and ambitions,
determined to improve his parish and bring them into the twenty-first century, and a community that is "as
tightly sealed as a jar of home-canned pickles." In their own way, they welcome him and his family, even
though they think he's "got bigger fish to fry." Thus begins Richard Lischer's first year as a pastor: bringing
communion to the sick (but forgetting to bring the wafers); marrying two unlikely couples--a pregnant
teenager and her boyfriend, and two people who can't stop fighting.

Often he doesn't understand his congregation, and sometimes they don't understand him; for instance, why
does his wife hire a baby-sitter and instead of leaving, put on her bathing suit, grab a stack of novels, and
hide from the kids? Or why can't Pastor Lischer see how important it is for a woman with little money to buy
an elaborate coffin to bury her husband in?

There are also the moments of grace, when pastor and parishioner unite for a common goal: when he asks for
prayers for his infant son, and can feel everyone in the congregation ministering to him; when old hurts are
put aside to help a desperate young woman finish college and raise her baby; or when he helps save a woman
from dying of a drug overdose.

In Open Secrets Lischer tells not only his own story but also the story of New Cana and all of its
inhabitants--lovable, deeply flawed, imperfect people that stick together. With his sharp eye and keen wit,
Lischer perfectly captures the comedy of small town life with all of its feuds, rumors, scandals, and
friendships. In the end he learns to appreciate not only the life New Cana has to offer, but also the people
who have accepted him, at last, as part of themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Noemi Burns:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Open Secrets: A
Spiritual Journey Through a Country Church, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Nichelle Shive:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Open
Secrets: A Spiritual Journey Through a Country Church your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get previous to. The Open Secrets: A Spiritual Journey Through a Country
Church giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts
for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Donna Wright:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Open Secrets: A Spiritual Journey Through a Country Church was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Marion Driskell:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Open Secrets: A Spiritual Journey Through a Country Church. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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