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In A Woman's Kingdom, Michelle Lamarche Marrese explores the development of Russian noblewomen's
unusual property rights. In contrast to women in Western Europe, who could not control their assets during
marriage until the second half of the nineteenth century, married women in Russia enjoyed the right to
alienate and manage their fortunes beginning in 1753. Marrese traces the extension of noblewomen's right to
property and places this story in the broader context of the evolution of private property in Russia before the
Great Reforms of the 1860s. Historians have often dismissed women's property rights as meaningless. In the
patriarchal society of Imperial Russia, a married woman could neither work nor travel without her husband's
permission, and divorce was all but unattainable. Yet, through a detailed analysis of women's property rights
from the Petrine era through the abolition of serfdom in 1861, Marrese demonstrates the significance of
noblewomen's proprietary power. She concludes that Russian noblewomen were unique not only for the
range of property rights available to them, but also for the active exercise of their legal prerogatives.A
remarkably broad source base provides a solid foundation for Marrese's conclusions. These sources comprise
more than eight thousand transactions from notarial records documenting a variety of property transfers,
property disputes brought to the Senate, noble family papers, and a vast memoir literature. A Woman's
Kingdom stands as a masterful challenge to the existing, androcentric view of noble society in Russia before
Emancipation.
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From reader reviews:

Joy Hanson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that A Woman's
Kingdom: Noblewomen and the Control of Property in Russia, 1700-1861 book as starter and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sheila Robinson:

This book untitled A Woman's Kingdom: Noblewomen and the Control of Property in Russia, 1700-1861 to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your
list.

James Sirois:

Typically the book A Woman's Kingdom: Noblewomen and the Control of Property in Russia, 1700-1861
will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book A Woman's
Kingdom: Noblewomen and the Control of Property in Russia, 1700-1861 is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Estela Gillard:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That A Woman's Kingdom: Noblewomen and the
Control of Property in Russia, 1700-1861 can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one
book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We need to have A Woman's Kingdom: Noblewomen and the Control of Property in Russia, 1700-
1861.
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