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Swedish chemist Alfred Nobel's discovery of dynamite made possible the famous industrial megaprojects
that transformed the countryside and defined the era, including the St. Gothard rail tunnel through the Alps,
the clearing of New York harbor, the Panama Canal, and countless others. Dynamite also caused terrible
injuries and great loss of life, and, in some cases, incalculable and irreparable environmental damage. Nobel
was one of the richest men in a society rapidly transforming under the power of his invention, but with a
troubled conscience, he left his estate to the establishment of the world-famous prizes that bear his name.
 
As the use of explosives soared and growing populations consumed more food, nations scrambled for the
scarce yet vital organic ingredient needed for both. The quest for nitrates takes us from the rural stables and
privies of preindustrial Europe to the monopoly trading plantations in India and to the Atacama Desert in
South America. Nitrates were as valuable in the nineteenth century as oil is in the twenty-first and were the
cause of similar international jockeying and power politics.
 
The "nitrogen problem" of creating inorganic nitrates was solved by an enigmatic German scientist named
Fritz Haber. His breakthrough not only prolonged the First World War but became the foundation of the
green revolution and the tripling of world population since then. Haber is also known as the "father of gas
warfare" for his work on poison gas. When he was awarded a Nobel Prize for his work in chemistry, it
sparked international outrage and condemnation.
 
A Most Damnable Invention is a human tale of scientific obsession, shadowy immorality, and historical
irony, and a testament to the capacity for human ingenuity during times of war.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Chisolm:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific A Most
Damnable Invention: Dynamite, Nitrates, and the Making of the Modern World book as starter and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Christopher Patton:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled A Most Damnable Invention: Dynamite, Nitrates, and
the Making of the Modern World can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Kenneth Allen:

The particular book A Most Damnable Invention: Dynamite, Nitrates, and the Making of the Modern World
has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Mary McClellan:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book A Most
Damnable Invention: Dynamite, Nitrates, and the Making of the Modern World. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination
to other place.
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