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Mainstream, or more formally, neoclassical, economics claims to be a science. But as Michael Perelman
makes clear in his latest book, nothing could be further from the truth. While a science must be rooted in
material reality, mainstream economics ignores or distorts the most fundamental aspect of this reality: that
the vast majority of people must, out of necessity, labor on behalf of others, transformed into nothing but a
means to the end of maximum profits for their employers. The nature of the work we do and the conditions
under which we do it profoundly shape our lives. And yet, both of these factors are peripheral to mainstream
economics.

By sweeping labor under the rug, mainstream economists hide the nature of capitalism, making it appear to
be a system based upon equal exchange rather than exploitation inside every workplace. Perelman describes
this illusion as the “invisible handcuffs” of capitalism and traces its roots back to Adam Smith and his
contemporaries and their disdain for working people. He argues that far from being a basically fair system of
exchanges regulated by the “invisible hand” of the market, capitalism handcuffs working men and women
(and children too) through the very labor process itself. Neoclassical economics attempts to rationalize these
handcuffs and tells workers that they are responsible for their own conditions. What we need to do instead,
Perelman suggests, is eliminate the handcuffs through collective actions and build a society that we direct
ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Rodrigue:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The
Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers? Maybe
it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Timothy McKinney:

This The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Invisible Handcuffs of
Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers without we comprehend teach
the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The
Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers can bring
when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny
Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Michelle Huffman:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market
Tyranny Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Robert Long:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,



book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you personally is The Invisible Handcuffs of Capitalism: How Market Tyranny
Stifles the Economy by Stunting Workers this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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