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The Office of Naval Research, known widely as ONR, was formed in 1946 largely to support the pursuit of
basic science to help ensure future U.S. naval dominance--and as such, it set the model for the subsequently
created National Science Foundation. But everything changed after the Cold War. The U.S. entered a period
of greater fiscal constraints and the concept of warfare shifted from conventional land and sea battles and
super-power conflicts to an era of asymmetric warfare, where the country might be engaged in many smaller
fights in unconventional arenas.

Naval Innovation is a narrative account of ONR's efforts to respond to this transformation amidst increasing
pressure to focus on programs directly relevant to the Navy, but without sacrificing the "seed corn" of
fundamental science the organization helped pioneer. Told through the eyes of the admirals leading ONR
and the department heads who oversee key programs, the book follows the organization as it responds to the
fall of the Soviet Union, the terrorist attack on the USS Cole in 2000, and subsequent wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

These events are inspiring an array of innovations, for land and sea. Consider unmanned undersea vehicles
that can patrol strategic coastlines for months on end, novel types of landing craft that can travel up to 2,500
nautical miles without refueling, and precision shipborne "rail guns" whose GPS-guided shells can hit targets
from hundreds of miles off. Other efforts include advanced electronics designed to swap out scores of
antennas on ships for two solid-state apertures, greatly increasing speed and stealth and speed; virtual
training methods that spare the environment by avoid the need to fire tons of live shells, and new ways to
protect Marines from improvised explosive devices. All these programs, some pursued in conventional
manner and some set up as "skunk works" designed to spur out-of-the-box thinking, are part of an ongoing
evolution that seeks to connect scientific investment more directly to the warfighter without forsaking the
Navy's longer-term future.

Naval Innovation is a narrative history, and a story of organizational change, centered around the struggles of
management and key personnel to adapt to shifting priorities while holding on to their historic core mission
of supporting longer-term research. As such, it holds great lessons and insights for how the U.S. government
should fund and maintain military R&D in a new era of "small ball" conflicts--and how the country must
prepare for the future of warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

The book Naval Innovation for the 21st Century: The Office of Naval Research Since the End of the Cold
War make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make reading through a book Naval Innovation for the 21st Century: The Office of Naval Research
Since the End of the Cold War being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide
open and read a publication Naval Innovation for the 21st Century: The Office of Naval Research Since the
End of the Cold War. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Geraldine Davis:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Naval Innovation
for the 21st Century: The Office of Naval Research Since the End of the Cold War book as starter and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Beverly Hummell:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Naval Innovation for the 21st Century: The Office of Naval
Research Since the End of the Cold War is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Taylor Becker:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Naval Innovation for the 21st Century: The Office of Naval Research Since
the End of the Cold War this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain



it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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