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A moving tragedy of political intrigue and family strife, William Shakespeare's King Lear is edited by
George Hunter, with an introduction by Kiernan Ryan in Penguin Shakespeare. 'How sharper than a serpent's
tooth it is to have a thankless child!' The ageing King Lear, tired of office, decides to split his kingdom
between his three daughters, Goneril, Regan and Cordelia; but the decision to allot their share based on the
love they express for him proves to be a terrible mistake. When Cordelia refuses to take part in her father's
charade, she is banished, leaving the king dependent on her manipulative and untrustworthy sisters. In the
scheming and recriminations that follow, not only does the king's own sanity crumble, but the stability of the
realm itself is also threatened. Cast out into the wilderness with a wise Fool and a cunning madman, it is only
after losing what he values most that Lear understands the depth of his folly. This book contains a general
introduction to Shakespeare's life and Elizabethan theatre, a separate introduction to King Lear, a
chronology, suggestions for further reading, an essay discussing performance options on both stage and
screen, and a commentary. William Shakespeare (1564-1616) was born to John Shakespeare and Mary
Arden some time in late April 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon. He wrote about 38 plays (the precise number is
uncertain), many of which are regarded as the most exceptional works of drama ever produced, including
Romeo and Juliet (1595), Henry V (1599), Hamlet (1601), Othello (1604), King Lear (1606) and Macbeth
(1606), as well as a collection of 154 sonnets, which number among the most profound and influential love-
poetry in English. If you enjoyed King Lear, you might like Othello, also available in Penguin Shakespeare.
'The themes of love and loss, the futility of ambition, the pains of parenthood and the rewards of patience are
treated with a magic touch' Ian Richardson
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From reader reviews:

George Jamison:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed King Lear
(Penguin Shakespeare)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Ruth Vigue:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This King Lear (Penguin Shakespeare) book is readable by means of you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with King
Lear (Penguin Shakespeare) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to
thinking King Lear (Penguin Shakespeare) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Judy Brown:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve
your knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get
depend on what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can
read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The King Lear (Penguin Shakespeare) provide you with a new experience
in examining a book.

John Smith:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That King Lear (Penguin Shakespeare) can give you a lot of
friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have King Lear (Penguin Shakespeare).
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