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Americans are deeply divided over the Second Amendment. Some passionately assert that the Amendment
protects an individual's right to own guns. Others, that it does no more than protect the right of states to
maintain militias. Now, in the first and only comprehensive history of this bitter controversy, Saul Cornell
proves conclusively that both sides are wrong.
Cornell, a leading constitutional historian, shows that the Founders understood the right to bear arms as
neither an individual nor a collective right, but as a civic right--an obligation citizens owed to the state to arm
themselves so that they could participate in a well regulated militia. He shows how the modern "collective
right" view of the Second Amendment, the one federal courts have accepted for over a hundred years, owes
more to the Anti-Federalists than the Founders. Likewise, the modern "individual right" view emerged only
in the nineteenth century. The modern debate, Cornell reveals, has its roots in the nineteenth century, during
America's first and now largely forgotten gun violence crisis, when the earliest gun control laws were passed
and the first cases on the right to bear arms came before the courts. Equally important, he describes how the
gun control battle took on a new urgency during Reconstruction, when Republicans and Democrats clashed
over the meaning of the right to bear arms and its connection to the Fourteenth Amendment. When the
Democrats defeated the Republicans, it elevated the "collective rights" theory to preeminence and set the
terms for constitutional debate over this issue for the next century.
A Well-Regulated Militia not only restores the lost meaning of the original Second Amendment, but it
provides a clear historical road map that charts how we have arrived at our current impasse over guns. For
anyone interested in understanding the great American gun debate, this is a must read.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Well-Regulated Militia:
The Founding Fathers and the Origins of Gun Control in America is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Evelina Lewis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept A Well-Regulated
Militia: The Founding Fathers and the Origins of Gun Control in America suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled A Well-Regulated Militia: The
Founding Fathers and the Origins of Gun Control in Americais one of several books this everyone read now.
That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Tommie Payton:

The book untitled A Well-Regulated Militia: The Founding Fathers and the Origins of Gun Control in
America contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Oscar Jackson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just looking for the A Well-Regulated Militia: The Founding Fathers and the Origins of
Gun Control in America when you needed it?
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